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SUBJECT: THAI-CAMBODIA BORDER CLASH 
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SUMMARY: PRESS REPORTING ON THE BORDER INCIDENT IS INELATED, 

AS USUAL. THE INCURSION WAS NOT SERIOUS, CASUALTIES WERE 
EEW, AND THE TWO SIDES ARE DISCUSSING THE MATTER COOLLY. 

THIS INCIDENT WILL DIE DOWN, BUT OTHER SIMILAR ONES WILL 
EOLLOW IT BECAUSE OE THE VAGUE BORDER DEMARCATION, AND HUNGRY 
KHMER TROOPS SEARCHING EOR EOOD. IN TAM'S RESISTANCE 
ACTIVITIES DO NOT APPEAR RELATED TO THIS INCIDENT. END 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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1. DESPITE THE SOMEWHAT SENSATIONAL PRESS REPORTING ON THE 

RECENTINCIDENT ALONG THE THAI-CAMBODIA BORDER, THERE IS, AS 
USUAL, LESS TO THE STORY THAN INITIALLY MET THE PUBLIC EYE. 

THE GENESIS OE THE INCIDENT, ACCORDING TO DAO THAI MIT, IT ARY 
SOURCES, WAS THE INCURSION INTO THAILAND OE SOME 24 YOUNG 
(15-18 YEARS OLD) AND HUNGARY KHMER TROOPERS. THE THAI 
BORDER PATROL POLICE ARRESTED THEM, THEIR KHMER COLLEAGUES 
TOOK UNBRAGE AND LOW LEVEL HOSTILITIES ENSUED. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE RA AND RTN DIRECTORS OF INTELLIGENCE, 

WHO SPOKE WITH THE EATT ON DECEMBER 14, CASUALTIES HAVE BEEN 
"PRACTICALLY NONEXISTENT". THE HELICOPTER CARRYING THE DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OF NATIONAL POLICE, SISUK MAHINORATHEP, WHICH THE 
PRESS REPORTED AS RECEIVING HEAVY GROUND FIRE (SEE REF A), 
RETURNEDTO ITS BASE UTTERLY UNSCATHED ACCORDING TO DAO 
INFORMATION. 

3. THE BASIC PROBLEM IS THAT THE BORDER IN THE TA PHRAYA 
DISTRICT AREA IS BOTH BADLY MARKED AND DOES NOT FOLLOW 
CLEARLY DEFINED TOPOGRAPHICAL FEATURES. (THE FRANCO-SIAMESE 
TREATY TF 1907 REMAINS APPLICABLE ACCORDING TO MFA.) MORE- 
OVER, THERE IS SOME BILATERAL DISPUTE AS TO JUST WHERE THE 
BORDER LIES, ALTHOUGH THE THAI APPARENTLY 

HAVE POSSESSION 

OF MOST OF THE DISPUTED AREA. 

4. THE RTG, AND ESPECIALLY THE MFA, ARE PLAYING THIS 
ONE COOL. THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE POLITICAL 
DEPT, CHAWAN CHAWANIT, TOLD AN EMBOFF DECEMBER 16 THAT THE 
INCIDENT IS "NOTHING SERIOUS". THE INCIDENT HAS NONETHELESS 
OCCASIONED CONSIDERABLE NEGOTIATING IN THE BORDER LIAISON 
OFFICES AT POIPET AND ARANYAPRATHET, AND PHAN WANNAMETHI, 
UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, WENT UP TO POIPET 

ON SUNDAY TO DISCUSS THE MATER. 

5. ACCORDING TO THE BANGKOK ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY, 

THE NATION OF DECEMBER 16 (REF C), THE KHMER ACCEPTED A 
THAI CEASEFIRE OFFER AND REFERRED THREE OTHER HAI 
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PROPOSALS TO HIGHER HEADQUARTERS IN BATTEMBANG. THE THAI 
PROPOSALS REPORTEDLY INVOLVE: PERMITTING UNARMED THAI 
TO SEARCH FOR AND RECOVER SEPERAL INJURED OR DEAD BORDER 
POLICE PATROLMEN AND LOCAL VILLAGERS MISSING SINCE 
DECEMBER 11; HAVING BOTH SIDES WITHDRAW AT LEAST ONE 
KILOMETER FROM THEIR PRESENT CONFRONTING POSITIONS; 

ESTABLISHING A JOINT TEAM TO EXAMINE THE TERRITORIAL 
DISPUTE THAT IS AT THE HEART OF THE PROBLEM; AND ERECTING 
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BORDER DEMARCATION POSTS AT 100 METER INTERVALS ALONG THE 
RESOLVED BORDER TO PREVENT FUTURE (INADVERTANT) INCURSIONS. 

6. WE HAVE CONFIRMED WITH DEPUTY DG CHAWAN THE GENERAL 
ACCURACY OE THIS NEWSPAPER REPORT, BUT NOT THE DETAILS 
OF THE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS. DAO HAS ALSO HEARD THAT MFA 
FAVORS SENDING THE 24 DETAINEES BACK TO CAMBODIA, BUT IT 
IS UNCLEAR WHETHER THE RTG HAS YET PROPOSED THIS IN POIPET. 


7. COMMENT: GIVEN THE VAGUE AND ILL-MARKED BORDER, 

THESE INCIDENTS WILL ALMOST .SI JR PLY CONINUE TO OCCUR. 

THE ESSENTIAL ASPECT IS, HOWEVER, THAT BOTH GOVERN- 
MENTS APPEAR INTERESTED IN CONTAINING THEM. BASED ON THE 
INFORMATION WE CURRENTLY HAVE, WE DO NOT SEE ANY RELATION 
BETWEEN THIS INCIDENT AND IN TAM'S CAMBODIAN RESISTANCE 
ACTIVITIES. 

8. DAO IS SUBMITTING A DETAILED REPORT BY POUCH. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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